Progress in IPR for
Plant Science and Crop Breeding
Tuesday 12th April 2016
Sophi Taylor Building, NIAB
9:00am

Arrival and Registration

9:10am

Introductory Lecture: Liz Scott, Head of Varieties & Seeds, NIAB
“Plant Variety Rights in a European Context”

9:30am

Lecture: Michael Roberts, Attorney at Reddie & Grose LLP
“Crop protection: Safeguarding your IP”

9:50am

Lecture: Christopher Green, Director of Green Resources Ltd
“Intellectual Property….expectations and challenges”

10:15am

Coffee break and Networking

10:45am

OpenPlant Case Study presented by Jenny Molloy, Coordinator of the Synthetic Biology Initiative
and OpenPlant
“OpenPlant and a two-tier model for IP and open innovation”

11:05am

Panel discussion and interactive Q&A session
Chaired by Iain Thomas from Cambridge Enterprise featuring Charis Cook (BBSRC), Liz Scott (NIAB),
Michael Roberts (Reddie & Grose) and Chris Green (Green Resources)

12:00pm

Lunch and Networking

1pm

Depart

Speaker Biographies
Liz Scott (NIAB) is Head of Crop Characterisation at NIAB, with overall responsibility for management and delivery
of NIAB’s statutory services to Defra, the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) and the Community Plant Variety
Office (CPVO). These include DUS testing for Plant Breeders’ Rights in a wide range of agricultural and horticultural
crops, alongside technical and policy advice on related issues. With a background in botany and a strong interest in
intellectual property in an international context, Liz was previously the Head of Ornamental Crops before taking the
lead of both Crop Characterisation teams in 2010. On behalf of Defra, several staff in the combined teams represent
the UK internationally in working groups concerned with PBR matters; in her personal capacity Liz is also a member
of the CPVO Board of Appeal.

Michael Roberts (Attorney and Partner at Reddie & Grose LLP) originally joined Reddie & Grose in 2001,
and following a short period with a UK-based biotechnology and pharmaceuticals specialist firm, returned in
2008. Michael was made a Partner in April 2010. His IP practice is focused in the life sciences fields, and includes
biotechnology, microbiology, molecular biology, genetic engineering, immunology (including vaccines), enzymology,
pharmaceuticals, medical instruments and plant protection (including plant variety rights). Before entering the patent
profession, Michael gained extensive technical knowledge and experience through his doctoral research at the
University of St Andrews into the molecular genetics of sulphate assimilation, followed by three years of postdoctoral
research at the John Innes Centre, Norwich, in plant molecular biology and genomics. Michael has acted for clients
internationally, including smaller and medium-sized companies, multinationals and universities. In addition to patent
drafting and prosecution, he assists clients with due diligence and patent reports, notably for private or public fund
raising, patent portfolio advice, and issues such as freedom to operate and patent validity.

Chris Green (Green Resources) is an agribusiness consultant, an Honorary Fellow of the Chartered Institute of
Marketing, a Freeman of the City of London and former Chairman and Director of the British Society of Plant
Breeders. He has held a number of Directorships with UK and European Plant Breeding and Seeds Companies
and was a founding shareholder and Director of the Breeders Intellectual Property Office. Chris served on the
International Seed Federation Intellectual Property Committee for over ten years and was lead IP adviser to a
NIARS/World Bank funded project in Kyrgyzstan.

Jenny Molloy (OpenPlant) is a molecular biologist by training and now coordinates the University of Cambridge
Synthetic Biology Strategic Research Initiative and OpenPlant, a UK Research Centre for open technologies in plant
synthetic biology. She is interested in open source technologies, particularly the contexts in which they are beneficial
for innovation and the working practices and policies that promote them.

Charis Cook (BBSRC) is an Innovation Manager at the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council
(BBSRC). She works across the Business Interaction Unit, where work includes managing the collaborative
Horticulture and Potato Initiative (HAPI), and the Knowledge Exchange team, which supports and promotes
knowledge exchange activities. She is a former plant scientist and previously worked for GARNet.

Dr Iain Thomas (Cambridge Enterprise) is Head of Life Sciences at Cambridge Enterprise operating within the
Technology Transfer team, the work of which includes invention disclosure management, patent strategy, filing and
maintenance, proof of concept funding, research reagents transfer, intellectual property licensing and bespoke
marketing. Iain works predominantly with technologies in the fields of biology and chemistry. Prior to his current
position, Iain enjoyed four years of postdoctoral research at the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, three of
which were working on polyketides and the manipulation of their biosynthetic pathways. Cambridge Enterprise
was formed by the University of Cambridge to help students and staff form and fund spin-out companies based on
research discoveries to ensures maximum impact from research. The Life Sciences Technology Transfer team works
with scientists to develop commercialisation strategies and management of Intellectual Property.
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